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WlNCANTON, 

Somerset, 

May,  1944. 


TO  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WlNCANTON. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1943. 


1. — General  Statistics. 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (Mid  1943) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1931) 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1931) 
Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1943) 

Produce  of  Penny  Rate 


64,540 
17,230 
4,361 
4,385 
^74,195 
^320  18s.  Id. 


2. —  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

BIRTHS. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

121 

148 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

114 

135 

Birth  Rate 

1G.5 

Illegitimate 

7 

13 

Total 

3 

6 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

o 

O 

6 

Birth  Rate 

0.64 

Illegitimate 

— 

- — 

DEATHS. 

Total 

Males. 

Females. 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

221 

113 

108 

Death  Rate 

12.1 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  :■ 

(a)  from  sepsis 

( b )  from  other  causes 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

Males. 

Total  7 

Legitimate  5 
Illegitimate  2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  ... 

from  one  to  four  weeks  (inclusive) 
from  one  to  six  months 
from  six  to  twelve  months 


nil. 

nil. 


Females. 

7 

6 

1 


?> 


5? 


Total  14 


to  cn  1-0  Or 
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Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  2 

There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 


3. — Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


DISEASE. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Isolation 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

5 

2 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

33 

23 

nil 

Enteric  Fever 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

31 

nil 

13 

Abortus  Fever 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

41 

1 

nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

nil 

nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Measles 

300 

6 

nil 

For  Observation 

nil 

2 

nil 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

nil 

nil 

Tuberculosis 

22 

nil 

14 

(a)  Respiratory 

16 

11 

(b)  Non-respiratory 

6 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 


Cases 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  home 

In  hospital 

i 

i 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

4. — Causes  of  Sickness. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  again  somewhat  in  evidence  throughout  the 
District.  The  type  of  both  diseases  was  mild  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  rather  more  numerous  than  usual,  but  the  cases  were 
of  a  mild  type  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Influenza  occurred  in  an  epidemic  form  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Most 
of  the  cases  were  of  short  duration  and  complete  recovery  was  the  rule  ;  but  there  were 
1 1  deaths  attributable  to  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Pneumonia  was  prevalent  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  most  of  the  cases  following 
an  attack  of  Influenza.  There  were  13  deaths  due  to  this  disease,  8  of  these  being  over 
60  years  of  age. 
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5. — Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospital  and  other 

Institutions  available  in  the  District. 

A. — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(1)  General . — There  are  ten  nurses  in  the  district  engaged  in  general  district 
work  who  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and  between 
them  they  cover  the  whole  district. 

(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases.  —  Some  of  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  remainder  were  either  nursed  by  their 
relatives  or  by  nurses  obtained  from  Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the 
district. 


B. — -Midwives. 

There  are  ten  certified  midwives  practising  in  the  district. 

C. - — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

In  Wincanton  there  is  one  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  provided  and  staffed  by  the 
County  Council. 

D. — Hospitals  available  for  the  District. 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — One  at  Wincanton. 

(2)  Fever . — One  at  Wincanton,  to  which  the  following  cases  were  admitted  durin 
the  year  — 

Disease.  Number  Admitted. 


cr 

& 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
For  Observation 


23 

2 

6 

1 

9 


Number  Died, 
nil 
nil 
nil 
nil 
nil 


34 


nil 


(3)  Other. — There  is  one  Cottage  Hospital  at  Wincanton,  known  as  the  u  Wincanton 
and  East  Somerset  Memorial  Hospital,”  for  the  treatment  of  general,  medical 
and  surgical  cases. 

O 

There  is  one  Cottage  Hospital  at  Templecombe,  known  as  the  u  Merthvr 
Guest  Memorial  Hospital,”  for  the  treatment  of  general,  medical  and  surgical 
cases  ;  in  addition,  there  are  three  wards  available  for  Maternity  Cases. 

There  is  a  Public  Assistance  Institution  at  Wincanton  for  the  aged  and 
infirm  under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

E. — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless 

Children. 

The  only  Institutions  for  any  of  the  above  are  the  Public  Assistance  Institution 
and  Rodber  House,  Wincanton  (for  boys  only),  which  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee. 
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F.  — Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Infectious  Cases . — A  motor  ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Wincanton  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  infectious  cases. 

(2)  For  Non- Infectious  and  Accident  Cases . — A  motor  ambulance,  built  and 
equipped  by  the  Wincanton  Rural  District  Council,  is  kept  at  Messrs.  The 
Wincanton  Transport  and  Engineering  Co.,  Wincanton,  Tel.  2321. 

G.  — Institutions  for  Evacuated  Children. 

Tout  Hill  House  Sick  Bay,  Wincanton. 

Two  Hostels,  one  at  60  High  Street,  Wincanton,  and  the  other  at  75  High  Street, 
Wincanton. 


6. — Laboratory  Work. 

Examination  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Taunton,  and  considerable  use  of  this  laboratory  has  been 
made  during  the  year. 

A  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Wincanton. 


7. —  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  and  Sanitary  Surveyor,  and  one 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (both  whole  time  officers),  a  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
myself  (part  time  ofheers). 

There  are  also  2  Health  Visitors  in  the  District. 


8. — Water  Supplies. 

A  temporary  chlorination  apparatus  has  been  installed  on  the  main  immediately 
below  Penselwood,  thus  ensuring  that  all  the  public  water  supplies  from  that  area  are 
chlorinated,  with  the  exception  of  the  water  supplied  to  Penselwood  village. 

9. — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  new  work  has  been  put  in  hand  during  the  year. 

Camping  Sites. 

No  Camping  Sites  in  this  District  have  been  registered. 

Generally  the  only  cases  of  Camping  which  occurred  were  cases  of  2  or  3  days 
duration. 

No  special  difficulties  in  connection  with  Camping  are  anticipated. 
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10. — Housing;. 

Overcrowding  generally  remains  on  the  decline.  Although  there  has  been  some 
dispersal  of  population,  there  remain  many  houses  in  which  conditions  are  unsatisfactory 
owing  to  large  families  occupying  houses  with  few  bedrooms,  while  there  are  also  many 
houses  in  which  the  number  of  occupants  is  small  in  relation  to  the  room  available.  The 
shortage  of  houses  generally  is  serious.  It  is  worse  in  some  parts  of  the  district  than  it 
is  in  others.  During  the  year  the  Council  commenced  eight  houses  for  agricultural 
workers.  Four  of  these  were  completed  by  17/11/43  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 

remaining  four  were  nearing  completion. 

» 

11. — Ministry  of  Health  Enquiries. 

None. 

12. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

(1)  Number  of  Producers  on  the  Register 

(2)  Number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register — 

(a)  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers 

(b)  Distributors  only 

( b )  Meat  Supervision. 

Slaughter  Houses — 

Licensed  ....  ...  ...  2 

Formesly  registered — now  unused — Application  for 

licence  pending  ...  ...  14 

Knackers  Yards.  Licensed 

Air  Raid  Precautions. 

The  Casualty  Services  under  the  Air  Raid  Precautions  Act  are  still  up  to  strength 
and  ready  for  any  emergency. 

In  addition  to  the  Four  Rescue  Parties  and  Two  First  Aid  Points  there  has  been 
formed  a  Dressing  Station  in  each  of  the  34  Parishes  in  the  District,  these  are  adjoining 
or  adjacent  to  the  Rest  and  Feeding  Centres  (where  these  exist)  ;  they  are  staffed  by  an 
Officer  in  Charge  (usually  a  lady  with  experience  in  First  Aid  and  Home  Nursing),  and  a 
varying  number  of  Helpers;  equipment  has  been  and  is  being  supplied  by  the  County 
Council,  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  by  local  effort. 

Exercises  in  Air  Raid  Precautions  involving  the  use  of  the  Casualty  Service  have 
been  held.  These  on  the  whole  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  appended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  E.  COULSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


570 

38 

6 


Total  16. 
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Council  Offices, 

Wincanton, 

‘15  th  May ,  1944. 

T.  E.  COULSON,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Wincanton,  Somerset. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1943* 

The  total  number  of  Inspections  for  the  year  was  3,429. 


Water  Supplies.  Occasional  water  shortages  have  occurred  and  the  margin 
between  the  supply  and  demand  has  decreased  considerably,  particularly  towards  the 
end  of  the  year.  If  this  trend  continues,  it  will  be  necessary  for  additional  supplies  of 
water  to  be  found. 


Fifty-three  samples  of  the  public  water  supplies  have  been  analysed  by  the 
Public  Analyst  with  the  following  results  : — • 


B.Coli  absent 
32  to  100  B.Coli 
100  to  1,000 
1,000  to  10,000 


•  •  •  »  •  • 

present  per  litre 
do. 
do. 


35  (satisfactory) 

12  (doubtful) 

3  (very  doubtful) 
3  (unsatisfactory) 


The  three  unsatisfactory  results,  which  were  from  the  Penselwood  and 
Wincanton  supplies,  influenced  the  Council  in  their  decision  to  make  alterations  to  the 
chlorination  plant  at  Salters  Hill  and  to  instal  in  addition  the  temporary  chlorination 
plant  to  treat  the  Penselwood  supplies. 


The  unsatisfactory  results  of  analyses  of  the  Wincanton  water  (chlorinated) 
reported  last  year  were  investigated  and  these  were  proved  to  be  due  to  wide  variations 
both  in  the  yield  of  the  springs  and  in  the  humus  content  of  the  water,  combined  with 
the  admixture  of  Penselwood  water  (unchlorinated)  in  varying  quantities.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  late  in  the  year  to  limit  the  flow  from  the  springs  to  a  fixed  quantity 
and  to  give  the  plant  a  sustained  trial  in  conjunction  with  the  chlorination  of  the 
Penselwood  water. 


Chemical  analyses  of  the  Penselwood  public  supply  (Rowe  Farm  and  Coombe 
Side  combined)  taken  before  and  after  heavy  rain,  indicated  that  vegetable  pollution 
was  negligible,  and  returned  an  average  hardness  of  220. 

A  chemical  analysis  of  the  Milborne  Port  public  supply  showed  250  of  hardness, 
only  3.5  being  permanent. 

One  sample  has  been  taken  of  a  private  supply  in  South  Cadbury  prior  to  its 
being  added  to  the  North  Cadbury  private  supply.  This  indicated  30  to  100  B.coli 
present  per  litre.  The  chemical  analysis  of  this  supply  was  satisfactory. 


[  9  ] 

Sewerage.  Various  repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  sewers  at  Bruton  and 
Wincanton.  The  Sewage  Works  at  Bruton,  Castle  Cary,  Milborne  Port  and 
Sparkford  have  worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  Although  at  Milborne  Port 
there  have  been  some  complaints,  these  seemed  to  have  referred  to  smell  arising  from 
the  Works  rather  than  from  pollution  of  the  stream  by  the  effluent.  A  large  quantity 
of  infiltrating  water  still  imposes  a  considerable  strain  on  the  pumps,  which,  during 
the  winter,  are  working  almost  continuously. 

The  effluent  from  the  Henstridge  Sewage  Works  remains  reasonably  good, 
although  a  good  deal  of  maintenance  work  is  overdue.  Orders  have  been  given  for 
this  work,  which  will  be  done  as  soon  as  a  contractor  can  be  obtained. 

The  position  at  the  Wincanton  Sewage  Works  remains  very  unsatisfactory  but 
it  seems  improbable  that  there  can  be  any  improvement  until  the  new  works  are 
constructed. 

Housing .  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  only  informal  action 
has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  six  houses  have  been  made  fit. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  licensed  for  human  habitation  increased  from 
twenty-two  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  thirty-one  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  houses,  other  than  hostels,  requisitioned  by  the  Council  for  the 
use  of  evacuees  decreased  from  fifty-four  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  forty-eight  at 
the  end.  The  general  condition  of  these  houses  compared  unfavourably  with  that  of 
similar  houses  licensed. 

No  case  of  bed  bug  infestation  has  been  discovered. 

One  case  of  lice  infestation  and  two  cases  of  flea  infestation  have  been  dealt  with. 

A  number  of  cases  of  scabies  have  been  notified  to  me  and  in  twelve  cases 
(excluding  those  from  Hostels)  the  bedding  and/or  clothing  have  been  treated  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  disinfector. 

The  usual  disinfection  of  premises  has  been  carried  out  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  Arrangements  have  continued  to  be  made  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  Wincanton. 

Sanitary  Accommodation.  One  vault  closet  has  been  replaced  by  a  water 
closet  and  one  by  an  earth  closet  and  seven  new  water  closets  have  been  constructed. 
Arrangements  for  the  regular  cleansing  of  pail  closets  at  certain  of  the  requisitioned 
houses  have  been  continued. 

House  Refuse,  House  refuse  collections  are  made  weekly  in  Bruton  and 
Wincanton  ;  fortnightly  in  Castle  Cary  and  Ansford  and  monthly  in  Henstridge, 
Milborne  Port,  Queen  Camel  and  Templecombe.  The  methods  of  collection  and  of 
disposal  remain  unsatisfactory. 
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Salvage .  Although  there  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  quantity  of 
salvage  recovered  and  sold,  the  year’s  results  were  still  reasonably  satisfactory.  The 


sales  results  were  as  follows, 

the  corresponding 

figures 

for  1942 

being  given 

brackets  : — 

Ton 

s 

Val 

ue  £ 

Paper 

133.0 

(190) 

898 

(1,230) 

Iron 

54.0 

(92) 

78 

(221) 

Tins 

130.0 

(162) 

188 

(129) 

Non-ferrous  Metals  ... 

2.8 

(2) 

58 

(38) 

Textiles 

17.6 

(16) 

191 

(229) 

Bottles,  etc. 

9.0 

(4) 

63-5 

(29) 

Bones 

15.0 

(15) 

72 

(54) 

Rubber 

.  .  10.4 

(23) 

26 

(35) 

Miscellaneous 

5.2 

(16) 

4 

(41) 

377-o 

(520) 

578.5 

(2,003) 

The  collection  of  tins  ceased  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  the  industry  was 
incapable  of  dealing  with  the  large  quantities  arising,  and  it  has  also  been  found 
necessary  to  discontinue  the  collection  of  bottles. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  One  statutory  notice  has  been  served  requiring  the 
reconstruction  of  an  earth  closet. 

Fifty-one  informal  notices  have  been  served,  forty  of  these  being  complied  with. 

Milk  Supplies .  The  number  of  Tuberculin  Tested  licences  increased  from 
thirty-seven  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  forty-six  at  the  end,  while  the  number  of 
Accredited  licences  decreased  from  one  hundred  and  seventeen  to  one  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

A  licence  to  pasteurise  milk  was  granted  to  Messrs.  Dried  Milk  Products  Ltd. 

665  samples  have  been  taken  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested — 151  of  which  111  were  satisfactory,  a  percentage  of  74. 

Accredited — 464  of  which  291  were  satisfactory  and  two  were  delayed  in  transit, 
a  percentage  of  63. 

Pasteurised — 8.  Satisfactorily  pasteurised  7.  Of  these  5  were  shown  to  have 
suffered  slight  contamination  after  pasteurisation. 

Milk  tested  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli — 42,  of  which  2  showed  positive 

results. 

There  has  been  a  definite  improvement  in  the  designated  milk  results  as,  in 
comparison  with  last  year,  the  percentage  of  good  results  has  increased  by  two  in  the 
case  of  Tuberculin  Tested  and  eight  in  the  case  of  Accredited. 

The  position  in  regard  to  the  cleansing  of  churns  is  not  wholly  satisfactory 
owing  partly  to  labour  difficulties  and  partly  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  new  churns. 
Churns  are  often  returned  by  rail  in  a  filthy  condition  and  extra  labour  is  not  available 
for  the  special  cleansing  of  churns  which  have  not  been  washed  out. 

Comparatively  few  structural  improvements  of  the  premises  of  milk  producers 
have  been  effected  but  attention  has  been  given  to  the  Articles  of  the  Order  concerning 
cleanliness. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection.  Only  two  slaughterhouses  are  at  present  in 
operation.  These  are  attached  to  the  two  bacon  factories  at  Bruton  where  7,399  pigs 
have  been  inspected.  The  chief  condemnations  were  1 1  carcases,  1  side,  628  heads 
and  162  plucks  principally  as  a  result  of  Tuberculosis.  Full  details  of  condemnations 
are  retained  for  record  purposes. 

The  percentage  of  carcases  affected  in  some  part  with  Tuberculosis  has 
increased  from  7.3  last  year  to  8.6  this  year. 

Inspections  of  canned  food  have  been  made  at  various  Ministry  of  Food  depots. 
The  inspection  of  food  at  retail  shops,  etc.  has  been  continued  but  no  notices  requiring 
structural  alterations  have  been  served.  The  total  quantity  of  food,  inclusive  of  meat, 
condemned  during  the  year  amounted  to  about  seven  tons.  A  large  proportion  of  this 
was  disposed  of  for  pig  food,  or,  in  the  case  of  meat,  for  fat  extraction. 

Plans.  Twenty-seven  plans  have  been  presented.  Of  these  twenty-two  have 
been  approved  and  five  disapproved. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  (Rat  Infestation  Order,  1943)* 
Under  this  Order  the  Council  were  required  to  survey  the  district  and  list  the  areas  of 
heavy  infestation  by  rats  and  mice.  This  survey  was  carried  out  and  maps  were 
prepared  showing  these  areas.  The  Council  are  also  required  to  survey  the  district  in 
detail  and  take  action  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  in  the  case  of  all 
infested  premises,  other  than  agricultural  premises,  which  the  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  have  power  to  deal  with.  The  principle  underlying  the  order  is 
that  Councils  shall  take  advantage  of  the  results  of  research  work  recently  undertaken 
and  employ  trained  operatives.  Preparation  is  being  made  for  this.  It  remains  to  be 
seen,  however,  whether  the  action  outlined  will  be  as  successful  as  the  Ministry  of 
Food  hope,  because  I  am  convinced  that  dilapidated  walls  and  buildings,  old  disused 
drains  and  sewers,  the  storage  of  food  in  unprotected  places  and  the  lack  of  general 
and  frequent  house  refuse  collection,  all  play  an  important  part  in  this  problem. 

Food — Gas  Decontamination  Service.  During  the  year  the  Government 
have  revised  their  arrangements  for  decontamination.  The  basic  number  of  the  squad 
remains  at  ten,  but  the  “personnel  establishment”  has  been  abolished.  The  food 
decontamination  squad  and  the  decontamination  squad  now  work  in  collaboration  and 
where  practicable,  members  of  the  food  decontamination  service  have  training  in 
general  decontamination  and  the  decontamination  squad  have  training  in  the  simpler 
forms  of  food  treatment.  A  number  of  men  have  been  directed  to  the  general 
decontamination  service  to  bring  it  up  to  strength.  The  food  treatment  squad  now 
numbers  eighteen  and  is  divided  into  two  squads,  one  based  on  Wincanton  and  the 
other  in  Castle  Cary. 

Emergency  Mortuary  Accommodatioh.  No  alterations  have  been  made  to 
arrangements  for  emergency  mortuary  accommodation,  which  were  set  out  in  full 
in  the  1942  report. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  G.  GRAY. 


[  ] 


T.  E.  COULSON, 
Medical  Officer 


ESQ.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E. 
of  Health, 

W INCANTON, 


Castle  Cary, 

Somerset, 

January  22nd,  1944. 


CASTLE  CARY  SUB-DISTRICT. 

1  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1943. 


Factories  Act,  1937. 

All  the  bakehouses  have  been  visited  periodically  and  where  necessary  verbal 
notices  given  to  the  occupiers  to  carry  out  necessary  limowashing.  The  bakehouses 
generally  are  kept  in  a  clean  condition.  A  few  Factories  need  better  sanitary 
accommodation  when  materials  and  labour  are  again  available.  The  flushing  arrangements 
at  one  Factory  mentioned  in  my  last  report  have  now  been  improved,  and  new  sanitary 
conveniences  are  now  constructed  at  the  tailoring  workshop. 


Housing  ( Rural  Worker sj  Acts,  1926 — 43. 

I  have  collected  the  annual  certificates  from  the  owners  of  reconstructed  houses, 
and  forwarded  them  to  the  County  Council.  In  only  one  case  it  was  detected  that  the 
owner  has  been  charging  a  rent  in  excess  of  that  fixed  by  the  County  Council  and  this 
has  been  rectified.  In  the  case  of  two  cottages  which  were  reconstructed  at  Bruton  a  few 
years  ago,  and  in  respect  to  which  I  could  not  issue  certificates  of  satisfactory  completion, 
as  the  drainage  disposal  was  not  satisfactory.  The  County  Council  have  now  decided  to 
increase  the  grant  provided  that  the  drainage  is  satisfactorily  connected  with  the  public 
sewer.  It  is  understood  that  the  Owners  are  prepared  to  carry  out  this  work. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and  Shops  Act,  1934. 

The  Provision  Shops  have  been  visited  and  where  unfit  foods  have  been  detected 
they  have  been  referred  to  the  Salvage  Officer  for  salvaging.  Some  improvements  are 
very  desirable  and  necessary  at  many  of  the  shops,  as  some  of  the  Stores  are  much  out  of 
proper  repair  and  renovation.  Also  improvements  in  regard  to  the  Sanitary  Conveniences, 
Washing  and  Heating  facilities  are  necessary.  The  works  cannot,  however,  be  carried 
out  until  times  are  more  normal  and  the  necessary  labour  and  materials  available. 


Infestation  Order,  1943. 

All  the  Provision  Shops,  Corn  Stores,  Corn  Mills,  Railway  Stations,  Bakehouses, 
and  adjoining  premises  have  been  specially  visited  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  infestation  by 
rats  or  mice  and  a  special  Report  of  my  findings  prepared  as  required  by  the  Ministry. 


[  13  ] 

Salvage  for  War  Purposes. 

As  Salvage  Steward  for  a  defined  area  T  collected  a  very  large  number  of  books  in 
connection  with  the  special  u  book  drive  ”  and  have  visited  ail  the  premises  asking  the 
occupiers  to  do  their  utmost  to  save  all  available  scrap  for  war  purposes.  I  have  recently 
notified  all  the  occupiers  that  tins  are  not  now  required  for  war  purposes  from  this  rural 
area  but  that  heavy  iron  (cast  or  wrought),  paper,  cardboard,  books,  string,  rags,  sacking, 
bones  (not  small  fish  bones),  non-ferrous  metals,  gramophone  records,  and  rubber  are  still 
urgently  needed  and  will  be  collected  as  usual. 


Public  Health  Act ,  1936. 

Any  complaints  I  have  received  which  come  under  this  Act  to  deal  with,  I  have 
referred  to  Mr.  Gray  who  has  dealt  with  them. 


Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

I  received  complaints  respecting  the  very  intermittent  supply  of  water  available  at 
14  premises  at  Lower  Ansford.  I  prepared  a  special  report  thereon  and  submitted  to  the 
Rural  District  Council.  The  Water  Engineer  has  dealt  with  the  matter  with  the  result 
that  the  supply  is  at  the  present  continual,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  improvement  will  be 
permanent. 


Emergency  Powers  (Defence)  Acts,  1939 — 41. 

As  required  by  the  Council  I  am  holding  my  services  in  reserve  for  action  in  any 
part  of  the  Rural  District  should  war  circumstances  require  such. 

i 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  J.  HAINE  PADFIELD, 


Inspector . 


. 


